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Figure 1. Merged timelines from Hiroki Azuma illustrate the global transition from ‘'modemity” 10 ‘postmodemity.” The light
grey curve indicates the transition by the end of the Cold War (communism-vs.-capitalism as the |ast ‘grand narrative’),
the dark grey curve indicates the fall of Japanese grand narratives particularly. Azuma, following the work of sociclogist
Osawa Masachl, divides postwar Japanese namratives into three eras: the Era of kleals (1945-70), the Era of Fiction
(1970-1995), and-—Azuma's addition: the Era of Animals (2000-onward). Given that heteropatriarchy qualifies as a
‘grand narrative,’ | have overlaid Keith Vincent's 2012 thecrisation of two-timing ‘pre/modem” queer Japanese narratives
(the lower arowed line). My addtion for yaok-like texts is also two-timing, but ‘post/modem’ (the upper arrowed line)
Source: Azuma Hirokl, “The animalization of Otaky culture,' trans, Yuriko Furuhata and Marc Steinberg, Mechademia vol,
2 (2007): 175-87, p. 179.
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Wataru and Yuichi go from unspeakable attraction to comfortable enough with themseives that they
kiss in front of Yuichi's young niece as a way of showing her that neither of them can marry her when
she grows up as she had hoped.

The niece represents a young reader grappling with her self-actualisation as a sexual being, leaming
that the process is one of individuation. Yuichi comments 10 her: "See? Us big boys are reeaally good
friends, so there's no way that either of us can marry Takano (the niece's name).'

Takano tells her mother on the next page: “You know what? The big boys, they were smooching.’
The mother has the final line of the story: "Oh my! But ... it's certainly possidle ..."

Source. Satoru Kannagi and Hotaru Odagiri, Only the Ring Finger Knows, Carson, CA: Digital Manga,
2004.
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Figure 3. Bai and T'ien, first kiss.
Source. Formula 17, dir. Chen Yin-jung, Taiwan, 2004,
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